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Keeping Plans Current

SWPPP modifications

The permittee must modify and update the SWPPP if any of the following conditions apply:

a)

b)

<)

d)

e)

Whenever there is a change in the scope of the project that would be expected to have a
significant effect on the discharge of pollutants to the waters of the state and which has
not otherwise been addressed in the SWPPP. If applicable, the SWPPP must be modified
or updated whenever there is a change in chemical treatment methods, including the use
of different treatment chemical, different dosage or application rate or different area of
application.

Whenever inspections or investigations by site operators; or local, state or federal
officials indicate the SWPPP is proving ineffective in eliminating or significantly
minimizing pollutants from sources identified under Section 3.5.2 below, or is otherwise
not achieving the general objectives of controlling pollutants in stormwater discharges
associated with construction activity. Where local, state or federal officials determine that
the SWPPP is ineffective in eliminating or significantly minimizing pollutant sources, a
copy of any correspondence to that effect must be retained in the SWPPP.

Whenever any new operator (typically a secondary permittee) who will implement a
measure of the SWPPP must be identified (see Subparts 2.1 and 2.2 above for further
description of which operators must be identified).

Whenever it is necessary to include measures intended to prevent a negative impact to
legally protected state or federally listed fauna or flora (or species proposed for such
protection — see Subpart 1.3 above). Amendments to the SWPPP may be reviewed by the
division, a local MS4, the EPA, or an authorized regulatory agency.

Whenever a TMDL is developed for the receiving waters for a pollutant of concern (e.g.,
siltation and habitat alterations due to in-channel erosion).

Components of the SWPPP

The SWPPP shall include the following items, as described in Sections 3.5.1 to 3.5.10 below: a
site description; a description of stormwater runoff controls, erosion prevention and sediment
control measures, stormwater management measures, and a description of any other items
needing control; approved local government sediment and erosion control requirements;
maintenance and inspection requirements; pollution prevention measures for non-stormwater
discharges and documentation of permit eligibility related to Total Maximum Daily Loads
(TMDL). The SWPPP must:

a)
b)

©)

identify all potential sources of pollutants likely to affect the quality of stormwater
discharges from the construction site,

describe practices to be used to reduce pollutants in stormwater discharges from the
construction site, and

assure compliance with the terms and conditions of this permit.

Site description

Each SWPPP shall provide a description of pollutant sources and other information as indicated

below:
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a)
b)
<)
d)

g)

h)

i)

k)

D

Tennessee General Permit No. TNR100000
Stormwater Discharges from Construction Activities

A description of all construction activities at the site, not just grading and street
construction.

The intended sequence of activities which disturb soils for major portions of the site (e.g.,
grubbing, excavation, grading, utilities and infrastructure installation).

Estimates of the total area of the site and the total area that is expected to be disturbed by
excavation, grading, filling or other construction activities.

A description of the topography of the site, including an estimation percent slope and the
variation in percent slope found on the site. The estimate should be on a basis of a
drainage area serving each outfall, rather than an entire project.

An estimate of drainage area (acres) serving each outfall.

Data describing the soil, how the soil type will dictate the needed control measures and
how the soil may affect the expected quality of runoff from the site. The data may be
referenced or summarized.

An estimate of the runoff coefficient of the site after construction activities are completed
and a description of how the runoff will be handled to prevent erosion at the permanent
outfall and receiving stream. The estimate of the percentage of impervious area before
and after construction must also be provided.

An erosion prevention and sediment control plan with the proposed construction area
clearly outlined. The plan should indicate the boundaries of the permitted area, drainage
patterns, approximate slopes anticipated after major grading activities, areas of soil
disturbance, an outline of areas which are not to be disturbed, the location of major
structural and nonstructural controls identified in the SWPPP, the location of areas where
stabilization practices are expected to occur, surface waters including wetlands and
sinkholes, and identification on the erosion control plan of outfall points intended for
coverage. The erosion control plan must meet requirements stated in Section 3.5.2 below.
A description of any discharge associated with industrial activity other than construction
stormwater that originates on site and the location of that activity and its permit number.
Identification of any stream or wetland on or adjacent to the project, a description of any
anticipated alteration of these waters and the permit number or the tracking number of the
Aquatic Resources Alteration Permit (ARAP) or Section 401 Certification issued for the
alteration.

The name of the receiving waters and identification if those receiving waters have
unavailable parameters for siltation and habitat alterations due to in-channel erosion or
are Exceptional Tennessee Waters.

If applicable, clearly identify and outline the buffer zones established to protect waters of
the state located within the boundaries of the project.

A description of lot-level EPSC measures to be implemented when a lot, or lots, at a
subdivided construction project is sold to a new owner prior to the completion of
construction. Subdivided construction projects may include residential or commercial
subdivisions and industrial parks. The new operator must obtain coverage under this
permit once the property is sold.

A description of the construction phasing for projects of more than 50 acres (see
Subsection 3.5.3.1 below).

A description of the protections (e.g., caution fencing or stream side buffer zones)
employed to limit the disturbance if only a portion of the total acreage of the construction
site is to be disturbed. The limits of disturbance shall be clearly identified in the SWPPP
and the areas to be undisturbed clearly marked in the field before construction activities
begin.
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3.5.2.

3.5.3.

Tennessee General Permit No. TNR100000
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Description of stormwater runoff controls

The SWPPP shall include a description of appropriate erosion prevention and sediment controls
and other Best Management Practices (BMPs) that will be implemented at the construction site.
The SWPPP must clearly describe each activity which disturbs soils for major portions of the site
(e.g., grubbing, excavation, grading, utilities and infrastructure installation). The SWPPP must
also describe:

a) appropriate control measures and the general timing for the measures to be implemented
during construction activities, and
b) which permittee is responsible for implementation of which controls.

The SWPPP must include EPSC plans showing the approximate location of each control measure
and a description of when the measure will be implemented during the construction process (e.g.,
prior to the start of earth disturbance, as the slopes are altered and after major grading is finished).
The different stages of construction and the EPSC measures that will be utilized during each stage
should be depicted on multiple plan sheets as described below. Half sheets are acceptable. One
sheet showing the combined EPSCs that will be used during the life of a multi-phase project will
not be considered complete.

At least two separate EPSC plan sheets shall be developed for site disturbances less than five
acres. The first plan sheet will address the EPSC measures necessary to manage stormwater
runoff, erosion and sediment during the initial land disturbance, or grading, stage. The second
plan sheet will address the EPSC measures necessary to manage stormwater runoff, erosion and
sediment during the final grading stage.

At least three separate EPSC plan sheets shall be developed for site disturbances of five or more
acres. In addition to the two plan sheets described above, a third plan sheet will address the EPSC
measures necessary to manage stormwater runoff, erosion and sediment during any interim
grading stages.

The description and implementation of controls shall address the following minimum
components, as described in Sections 3.5.3, 3.5.4 and 3.5.5 below. Additional controls may be
necessary to comply with Section 5.3.2 below.

Erosion prevention and sediment control

3.5.3.1. General criteria and requirements

a) The construction-phase erosion prevention controls shall be designed to eliminate (or
minimize if complete elimination is not possible) the dislodging and suspension of soil in
water. Sediment controls shall be designed to retain mobilized sediment on site to the
maximum extent practicable.

b) The design, inspection and maintenance of Best Management Practices (BMPs) described
in the SWPPP must be prepared in accordance with good engineering practices and, at a
minimum, shall be consistent with the requirements and recommendations contained in
the current edition of the Tennessee Erosion and Sediment Control Handbook. In
addition, all control measures must be properly selected, installed and maintained in
accordance with the manufacturer’s specifications, where applicable. All control
measures selected must be able to slow runoff so that rill and gully formation is
prevented. When steep slopes or fine particle soils are present at the site, additional
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